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 What's going on?  

Our office will be closed for the following:        
• January 1—New Years Day 
• January 15—Martin Luther King/Civil Rights Day 
• February 19—Presidents Day.  

 
 There are no senior trips planned for January or February. We are in 

the process of planning for a trip in March. Stay tuned! 

 Sing-a-long—Join Mary Koon here at the Recreation office. Sing 
songs from your childhood to present day. January, 11 at 10am. Feb-
ruary date and time TBD.  

 Historical Society Event—Thursday, January 11 2024, 7:00 pm, 
CCNB, "New Boston Ski Slopes", Speaker: John Allen  

 Foot Care Clinic, January 15, CCNB 

 Senior Reading begins January 18, NBCS at 10:30 

 Lip Sync Contest! NBCS Gym, Saturday, January 27. Doors open at 
5:30 with a 6:30 start time.  

 Red Cross Blood Drive—Tuesday, January 30, 2024 at 12:30 PM to 
8:00 PM at the Whipple Free Library 

 Paint your Photo—Wednesday, February 7 , 6-8pm 

Mike and Sheri said goodbye to Red Hebert. 
He is moving to Tennessee. We will miss him 
and wish him all the best! Roots and Wings preschool visited our Tuesday cards 

group in the Rec Office. They sang Carols to us and the 
Seniors. The kids were adorable! 
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The Center of Gravity Gazette New Boston Historical Society 

“New Boston Street Addresses – Why My House is Number 66” 
by Dan Rothman 

for the January/February 2024 issue of the Center of Gravity Gazette 

 
This month’s history column answers a question you 
may have never asked: where do street address num-
bers come from? I know this is a topic of considera-
ble interest to at least two people: Mary Atai and me. 
We write about history for our town’s other newspa-
per, the New Boston Beacon, and Mary’s every-
other-month column “Behind the Door” features old 
houses that she identifies by their street address 
numbers. Mary wondered about these numbers, and 
as a history detective I was determined to know 
more. 

The answer to the house number mystery involves 
John Bunting and his surveyor’s wheel. John was a 
volunteer fireman – in fact our fire station is named 
in his memory – and he wanted a scientific number-
ing system for our town so that the fire and rescue 
services would know exactly where to go when they 
got a call. For example my street address, 66 Town 
Farm Road, tells you how far down the road my 
house is from the intersection with Old Coach Road. 

Wayne Blassberg lent me a copy of the Bunting Bible, the 7-page document in which John de-
fined how houses should be numbered. John wrote, “Measure the distance to a house or lot 
from the beginning of the road, then divide the distance in feet by 3.28084 and that will pro-
vide the meters. The person’s address is based on meters divided by 10!!! Round up or down 
as appropriate.” 

My house is 2,162 feet from Old Coach Road, which when converted to meters and divided by 
10 equals 65.9, which rounds up to 66. Of course I asked Merry Bunting, “Why meters?” and 
she said that at the time John wrote his instructions people thought America would convert to 
the metric system, which never happened. I vaguely remember when highway signs listed both 
miles and kilometers; this may have been in the late 70s or early 80s. 

Merry remembers John walking all over New Boston with his surveyor’s wheel, also called a 
measuring wheel, a hodometer (with an “h”), or a trundle wheel. It looks like a bicycle wheel 
with a handle attached, and calculates distance by counting revolutions. The Highway Depart-
ment did have measuring equipment in one of their trucks but John liked to measure the roads 
on foot so that he could notice more details like water sources for the fire department’s 
pumpers. 

A side note: my father tells the story of the time he and my mother volunteered to measure the 
roads with a surveyor’s wheel when they lived in Morris, Connecticut. Dad had a Subaru     

Drawing of two men using a surveyor’s wheel to  
measure distance; from Wikipedia.  

 



 

 

“New Boston Street Addresses” - Continued from page 2 

The Center of Gravity Gazette New Boston Historical Society 

station wagon and he sat in the very back with the hatch open, his legs dangling over the rear 
bumper, holding the handle of the measuring wheel as Mom drove slowly down the road. 
Mom did know how to drive a stickshift but not always smoothly, and after one abrupt launch 
she looked in the rearview mirror to see that Dad had tumbled out, surveyor’s wheel and all! 

Back in New Boston, John Bunting had to determine where to begin counting, from which end 
of any given road, and there are many paragraphs in his document defining the rules. Wherev-
er possible John liked to begin at the north-south “cardinal” roads: Weare Road and Mont 
Vernon Road, or east-west cardinal roads: Clark Hill Road and Bedford Road. If you look at a 
map you’ll see that these roads divide New Boston into four quadrants. 

John wrote pages and pages about special cases and exceptions and subdivisions, and remind-
ed road namers that “if a road is a dead end, it shall be named ‘lane’ or ‘drive.’ ‘Road’ and 
‘street’ are for through roads.” He also recommended that new roads be given names of histor-
ical significance – “Some good sources of possible names are Frances and Howard Towne, 
Paula LeBaron and the Historical Society.” If you are building a new road or lane, do give us a 
call! 

I am grateful to John Bunting for his years of service to our town. I should also mention Jim 
Dodge, our Fire Chief for many years, who would get the phone calls, “Why is there a strange 
man pushing a wheel down my road?” 

The Historical Society Event 
 

Thursday, January 11, 2024, 7:00 pm at the New Boston Community Church 

"New Boston Ski Slopes" 

Speaker: John Allen  

 
Did you know that New Boston had not one but two commercial ski slopes? The New Bos-
ton Skiway operated on a hill above Tucker Mill road from 1938-1942, and the Pinball Hill 
ski area 1947-1953 was above what's now the 4-H Fairgrounds. 
 
On Thursday, January 11, John Allen will present "New Hampshire on Skis" at 7:00PM in 
the Community Church, sponsored by the NH Humanities Council. Professor Allen describes 
the history of skiing in our state, the importance of jumping, the mechanization of skiing, 
and how New England and New Hampshire fit into the big picture of America's ski culture. 
After this free presentation, the New Boston Historical Society invites you to enjoy refresh-
ments in the museum across the street from the church. 
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EASIER SUDUKO 

HARDER SUDUKO 

Thursday Senior Lunch at NBCS  
Seniors play Bingo at noon in the Recreation Office after lunch. 
No Lunch at the school on February 29 
 
 We are ready to greet you at the Gym doors at 10:50 AM 
 Purchase a hot lunch for $3 or bring your own. 
 We will provide coffee, tea and water. Hot lunch includes milk 
 Third Thursday is Birthday Celebrating with cup cakes! 
 Join us for Nickel ante Bingo after at the Recreation Dept from Noon until 3pm.  
 We will provide the Bingo supplies, just bring your nickels! 

Any questions or need directions?  
Call us at 603-487-2880.  
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SENIOR LUNCH AND BINGO!  SUDUKO The Center of Gravity Gazette 

Bingo in the office after Senior Lunch Senior Lunch at NBCS 
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Jan 11  JOAN SILVERNAIL 

Jan 14  ~ BETTY USERA 
Jan 16  ~ DAVID SEAGER 

Jan 17  ~ EVERETT WHIPPLE   

Jan 22  ~ WILLIAM BERKINS 
Jan 22  ~ ROSEMARY GALLAGHER 

Jan 30  ~ ROSE  COLARUSSO 

Jan 31  ~ BARBARA PARNELL 

Feb 2  ~ JOHN BALLOU 

Feb 3  ~ ALLEN PARTINGTON 
Feb 6  ~ VERNA ELLIOTT 

Feb 8  ~ RAMONA DEROCHEMONT 

Sheri’s daughter and granddaughter visit Santa 

Mike and Sheri letting Santa know how good 
they both were this year! 



The Center of Gravity Gazette 

Mahjongg - 1-3pm Every Friday. All experienced players welcome!  

2nd Fridays - Second Friday Foreign Film. All are welcome! 

 
Friday, January 12 at 7pm: Big Man Japan (Japan, 2007) 
Friday, February 9th at 7pm: Maria Full of Grace (Columbia, 2004) 

 

Book Clubs: 
Who Dunnit? Book Club 
Wednesday, January 3 at 10am – The Woman in the Library by Sulari Gentill 
Wednesday, February 7 at 10am – The Yiddish Policemen's Union  by Michael Chabon 

 
Wed. Night Book Club 
Wednesday, January 10 at 7pm – The Code Breaker: Jennifer Doudna, Gene Editing, and the Future of the Human 
Race by Walter Isaacson 
Wednesday, February 14 at 7pm – The Second Life of Mirielle West by Amanda Skenandore 

 
Bon Appetit Cookbook Club 
Wednesday, January 17 at 6pm – Jew-ish: Reinvented Recipes from a Modern Mensch by Jake Cohen 
Wednesday, February 21st at 6pm – The Complete Autumn & Winter Cookbook by America’s Test Kitchen 

 

*NEW* BYOB (Bring Your Own Book) Book Club 
Friday, January 26 at 10am – Are you interested in joining a book club – but you don’t want to read books that just 
aren’t your taste?  Then do we have a book club for you!  Each month, we’ll get together to discuss the books we’re 
currently reading: the good, the bad, and the shoulda DNF’d.  In order to highlight a range of bookish tastes, a dif-
ferent staff member will facilitate our discussion each month. 

January’s facilitator: Sue—Favorite genres: Fantasy; Science Fiction 

The Library will be closed for the following holidays: 
• Monday, Jan 1st for New Years Day 
• Monday, January 15th in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
• Monday, February 19th in observance of President’s Day  

Monday Morning Quilters- 10am Every Monday 

3rd Tuesdays— Piscataquog Quilters - Tuesday, Jan 16 at 7pm and Tuesday, February 20th at 7pm  

Wednesdays— Cribbage - 6:30pm Every Wednesday 

Wednesdays— Cross Stich  - Wednesday, January 24 at 6pm and Wednesday, February 28 at 6pm . 

Thursday Knitting- 10am Every Thursday.  All are welcome regardless of experience level! 

All types of needle work welcome (crochet, needle point, sewing, etc.)  

Saturdays— Chess Club - 10am every Saturday 

whipplefreelibrary.org 

Friends of the Whipple Free Library – Thursday, Jan 11 at 7pm and Thursday, Feb 8 at 7pm 
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The Center of Gravity Gazette 

Library news continued 
SPECIAL EVENTS!! 

Library News  
whipplefreelibrary.org 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Tuesday, January 30 at 12:30pm 

 

 
SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

Decluttering 101 
Saturday, January 20, 1pm 
Start 2024 with less clutter and chaos!  Join us as author and organization expert Bonnie Borromeo Tomlinson 
teaches us how to streamline our stuff. 
 
*NEW* Puzzle & Game Night *NEW* 
Friday, January 26 at 6pm 
Are you a puzzle and/or board game aficionado?  Then join us for our NEW Puzzle & Game Night! 
Explore the library's collection of puzzles and games, or feel free to bring in your favorites from home to 
share. NOTE: This event is open to adult and older teen patrons. 
 
Don’s Day 

Saturday, January 27th at noon 

Come join us as we celebrate Don Chapman!  To thank Don for all he’s done (and continues to do) for the li-

brary, we’ll be hosting a potluck feast in the Community Room.  Signing up with your intended dish is encour-
aged, but you can also just show up on the day.  You can sign up either in person at the library or be emailing 
us at whipplefreelibrary@gmail.com. 
 
Craft Night: Card Making 
Friday, February 2, at 6pm 
Join us for an evening of crafty fun and fellowship, and leave with a beautiful selection of cards!  All neces-
sary supplies will be provided. Please register in advance either by emailing adultserviceswfl@gmail.com or 
by signing up in person at the library. 
 
“The Old Man: His Life and Legacy” 

Thursday, February 22nd at 6pm 

On May 3, 2003, the Old Man fell from his mountain perch, and people around the world mourned his passing.  
Join us as Inez McDermott explores the story of the Old Man of the Mountain and how his identity became 
inextricably linked with that of New Hampshire.  Hear the stories of the people who fought to save him --  and 

share your stories of him and his continuing legacy.   
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Tuesdays 7-8:45pm, NBCS Gym. 
Sign up online or drop in for $3  

 
No Pickleball: January 23, February 6 & 27 

 
All levels welcome 

We have extra equipment available to use.  

 
Tigris says: 

 
I Love Walks! 

A Walk in the Woods—Thursdays, 9-11am 
Discovery beautiful conservation trails in New Boston. 
 
Louise Robie will be our guide as we discover new places to hike and enjoy 
our beautiful woods. Pace will be according to the fitness of the group as a 
whole. Expect easy to moderate terrain to traverse and please dress accord-
ingly to the weather. This is an all-ages walk but children must be accompa-
nied by an adult. Well-behaved, leashed dogs may attend.  
 
Please meet at 8:55 in the Town Hall Parking lot. We will discuss where we 
will hike and then carpool/convoy to that location. Dress for weather 

The Center of Gravity Gazette Lets Exercise! Walk, yoga and pickleball  

 

Vinyasa Flow Yoga  

This session meets at the Whipple Free Library 
on Wednesdays, 6-7 pm. 

Current session ends January 31 Next session starts Feb 7. 
Sign up online or drop-in for $15.  

There is no class on Jan17, Feb 21 & 28, March 20 
 
Please wear comfortable, loose, warm clothing. Bring a mat 
and blanket. Try not to eat for a few hours before the class. 
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The Center of Gravity Gazette CROSSWORD 
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The Center of Gravity Gazette WORDSEARCH –Happy New Year 
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The Center of Gravity Gazette FREE TRANSPORTATION 

Can you spare 20 minutes once or twice a month? 
 

Listen to a child in Readiness-1st Grade read and watch them 

develop reading skills.  
 
Promotes community, bridges generations and boosts the confi-

dence of children.  
 
Thursdays Starting January 18th 

from 10:30 - 10:50 am—At NBCS 
The program starts in January and 

continues every Thursday (that the 
school is open) until the end of May. 
 

 The kids love to have someone to read 
to and it is great to see the progress they make over a few 

months. Please join us! 
 

To sign up or for more information:  
Call Sheri at 487-2880 

Or email — recreation@newbostonnh.gov 

Senior reading program 
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Above—The Girl Scouts joined with the 
CCNB Choir! Left—Colin Ormond lights 
the Christmas Tree.  

 
Far Left—Children 
visit Santa on the 
Gazebo. Left—Even 
the Adults wanted 
to tell Santa what 
they wanted for 
Christmas! Below— 
Fire Pits were a hit! 

Santa gave out almost 200 goodie bags to kids that visited him on the gazebo! 

 

The Center of Gravity Gazette S’mores w/Santa Photos 
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The Center of Gravity Gazette Senior Trip to the Common Man Photos 
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Our December Trip was to the Common Man Restaurant in Merrimack. Our meals 
were excellent and I heard a rumor that the Carrot Cake was superb as well as the 
GIANT brownie sundae ordered by Gail Parker! 



The Center of Gravity Gazette CCNB NEWS  AND  ART CLASSES 

ART CLASS—PAINT YOUR PHOTO! 

Class is Wednesday, February 7, 6:00-8:00 pm in White Building #2 
Ages 18 and older 
 
Sign up online or call the office at 603-487-2880 
 
Have you ever wanted a fun memory turned into art? Well now YOU get to 
be the artist and do just that! Katie Hawkes will draw any one photo of your 
choice onto a canvas and help instruct you how to paint it in class. A great 
gift for Valentine's Day, too! One photo per person. We are unable to do photo modifications besides cropping 
at this time. 
 
We encourage you to bring along that image as a reference as well, to look at in class. This can be a printed 
image, or simply just on your phone or tablet - whatever works best for you! You do NOT have to be an artist 
to attend! All levels are welcome! 
 
Sign up today, with a picture of your memory, flower, landscape, or whatever you want to paint!  
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From Woody:  
Seems like this oldie but goodie 
from John Lennon and Yoko Ono 

 

Peace Quote May God bless us, 
each and everyone ~Tiny Tim  
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No longer want to receive the Gazette?   

Want to add someone to our circulation?  
Your Birthday missing? Please let us know!  

Recreation@newbostonnh.gov     603-487-2880 

New Boston Recreation 

Center of Gravity Gazette 

Nov / Dec puzzle answers 


