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Design Guidelines for Commercial Districts

New Boston, NH

Purpose of these Guidelines

In 2006 New Boston revised its master plan.  The goal of this master plan was to guide future development in ways that reflected the views of the majority of its citizens.  Major objectives that were listed as important to the people of New Boston were maintaining the traditional character of New Boston, and conserving the town’s natural, historical, cultural, and environmental resources.

In regards to commercial development, the master plan expressed a desire to promote new development as long as it could be done in keeping with the major objectives listed above.  Specifically the master plan states under Commercial Development Objectives that the town should make regulations “proactive regarding site design aesthetics for future commercial development in town”.

This document is intended as a resource for property owners, developers, consultants, and other professionals to better understand how their projects can be designed as an asset to the town of New Boston, and to assist in working towards the goals expressed by its citizens in the master plan.  Developers of commercial projects in New Boston are encouraged by these guidelines to provide development that is in keeping with the characteristics of the existing architecture of the neighborhood and the town. 

The provisions of these guidelines apply to any commercial additions, exterior remodel, relocation, or new construction requiring a building permit in the town of New Boston.  The guidelines will be used during the Planning Board’s site plan review process to encourage the highest level of design quality, while at the same time providing flexibility in their application to specific projects.  Projects will be evaluated on the degree to which they demonstrate substantial compliance with the intent of the design guidelines, leading to a recommendation of project approval or denial.  Applicants are responsible for explaining how their design meets each of the Guidelines.

Each section of these guidelines contains an opening statement of the standard that projects should meet in reference to the subject of that section.  Bullet points and illustrations follow to provide more specific direction on how to meet that standard.

These guidelines do not supersede the Zoning Ordinance or other applicable regulations.  Recommendations contained in these guidelines are in addition to all applicable rules and regulations.
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