Minutes of the Open Space Committee – September 18, 2006

The meeting was attended by: Bob Todd, Ken Clinton, Karl Heafield, Mary Koon and Ken Lombard. 

Guests were: Jack Munn and Brian Tripp of SNHPC. 

Jack and Brian outlined plans for New Boston's Open Space Plan. SNHPC has obtained a grant that allows them to work on this at no cost to the Town. They estimate about a two-month process that will start in November. 

Brian has just come from work on an Open Space and Recreation plan for Southborough, MA. 

Jack left a CD copy of an Open Space Plan for Deerfield as an example. I will forward copies under separate email. 

The plan is to be wider than just our land conservation effort, including possible Town infrastructure needs for the future, such as identifying locations for a possible new school or firehouse. To that end we need to broaden the review membership and will invite other town boards, committees and developers to attend our next meeting on October 16. This will serve as a kickoff for the writing of the plan. The expectation is that this group will act as a review and feed back source to be sure that we get a plan suited to New Boston. 

Source material that already exists includes the FLESA study, the REPP plan and a Natural Resource Inventory by the AF Tracking Station (Steve Najarr). 

It was suggested that we could hold a public forum to get wider input from the town, something like a mini New Boston Speaks. 

We (the OSC) are asked to help with the review and drafting of the two ordinance changes to be proposed for this year. Those would be a revision of the Cluster regulations and wetlands ordinance. 

After Jack and Brian left we continued with a discussion of the request from Michelle in the Planning Office that we attend a meeting to better organize the town' review and response to proposed new developments. This meeting will be held on Oct 5 at 2 PM and all OSC members are welcome to attend. Although the meeting was triggered by concerns about the Twin Bridge development (40 Units), its aim is more generally to improve communications. 

We reviewed the status of the Wakeham project. It now is planned to conserve more land, which is what we had desired in the beginning. More news as it happens. I have relayed our concerns about access to the PWA and the Russell Foundation. 

Karl reviewed the income tax rules that apply to charitable deductions for gifts of land or easement. 

Our Next meeting is Oct. 16 at 7:30.  As it will be large meeting the place is yet to be set. 

Ken

