Open Space Committee Minutes March 6, 2006

>

> The meeting was attended by:

>

> Graham Pendlebury

> Ken Clinton

> Mary Koon

> Mica Stark

> Ken Lombard

>

Bob Todd was unable to come but phoned in the information that the Mohan's are proceeding to identify 3 lots to subdivide out and sell.  They may proceed to protect the remainder after this is done.  Bob's team has detected more land that could be marginal to build on, e.g.., wet and/or shallow to bedrock, affecting the value of the land.

>

Bob also suggested that we start a campaign to get a conservation bond on the ballot for next spring.  He suggested asking for $700,000 to be used for land and/or easement purchase.

>

Based on our discussion, we decided to investigate what the success rate has been around the state for general bonds vs. those for specific projects.

>

Mary asked about recouping costs of an appraisal if a project fails to proceed.  We should build in some agreement up front before we tackle the next appraisal.

>

We discussed possible recommendations for a new member.  Paula Bellemore was suggested as someone who might have suggestions.

>

I mentioned that the State was trying to de-list Beaver Dam Pond.  Their records showed that a dam had been removed, the culvert across Laurel Lane lowered (ca 1987) and the pond had dried up.  I called and convinced them that the pond was still there, and they sent someone to check its status. The outcome is that it will be listed as a natural impoundment (no dam) pond and will continue to be listed as a "great pond".

>

We discussed trying to get a sample of an Open Space Plan as a means of starting our own.

>

I have since attended the Saving special Places workshop.  One item regarding both a bond and an Open Space Plan was mentioned.  If we were to get a general purpose bond passed, we might get more applications than we could afford.  In order to have a fair way to determine which got chosen and which got deferred, we would be in a much stronger position if we had a plan to which we could refer.

>

Our next meeting will be April 19 at 7:30.

>

>

