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Members present: Rebecca Balke, Joe Nangle, Betsy Dodge, Joe Taggart, Kate
Fitzpatrick.

Joe Nangle read the nunutes. Approved.
Treasurer’s report: $39,267.78 — Bridge account $1,260.03

Betsy expressed concern about Bo Strong plowing the railroad bridge area and not billing
CC. It was determined that plowing would be paid out of the bridge account.

No new update on the UNH students.

Betsy wanted to know if Joe Nangle would do another article for the April paper on
vernal pools and filling in wetlands. Joe agreed and will do something on the traditions
of springtime in New Hampshire.

All members present rejoiced in the passing of the increase in the land use conversion
tax.

Betsy read a letter from the Trust for Pablic Land. They are doing an analysis assessing
the potential funding and support for each individual town surrounding the tracking
station. TPL has hired Charlie Leveck of Intovative Natural Resource Solutions to help
with the evaluation. There will be another meeting at the end of March, which Eric will
hope to attend. He will have more information for the April meeting. The only towns
involved were New Boston, Amherst, and Mont Vernon, Betsy advised us to consider
what we will do if we are asked to contribute funds (upward of $5,000 per town) for a
consulting project analyzing the pertinent properties surrounding the tracking station.
The members agreed that NB is well ahead of Amherst and Mont Vernon in terms of
being proactive in identifying our natural resource assets which are currently un-
protected m the town. Rebecca pointed out that we also have the open space committee,
which is working on identifying conservation properties in town.

Kate mentioned a small piece of property up on Joe English hill abutting the tracking
station, which may be available. Betsy will look on the tax map and follow up on the
parcel.

Alec Nordstrom has spoken with Eric Thum about conserving his property. Also, the
property adjacent to Alec’s is also being offered for sale. Brenda Lind is currently
working with Mr. Nordstrom to convey a conservation easement.

Rebecca has been working with her GIS contact who was unable to attend the meeting
because of the snow. He has prepared a mock-up on the Mill Pond conservation area
which he will present at the next meeting.



Rebecca and Betsy need to renew their commitment to the conservation commission.
Both agreed to re-up for another term.

Joe Nangle gave us an update on the LCHIP properties in Manchester which are in
dispute. Manchester is running out of water and wants to pump water out of the river.
The have 15 acres up river and 7 acres down river. The 7 acre parcel has clean water
they can pump, while the 15-acre parcel upriver is muddier. They have proposed a swap
with Fish & Game, the current owner of the 7-acre site, who would receive the 15 acre
parcel in return. Joe penned a letter to Pierre Bruno expressing our concern for the land
swap. Rep. Bruno told Joe that the House has not yet seen a copy of the bill, and would
address concerns such as ours once it leaves the Senate. The concern is over the fact that
private funds were donated to the acquisition of the property. We are afraid that if this
swap goes through, it would discourage other private donations for public conservation
land acquisitions in the future.

Trish Gordon onsite. It was walked last week, and Betsy wants to know how the
planning board can evaluate wetlands in the snow. Planning board says that the wetlands
were flagged before the snow.

Lordon’s are preparing to subdivide their land up on McCurdy road. The first proposed
plan has 15 house sites on it.

DES sent us a letter on Piscataquag River Management Committee. We no longer have a
local rep, but all of the other towns do. We need to get the name of a volunteer to the
Selectmen. Kate suggested going to PWA with the request and seeing if they knew about
anyone,

LCIP monitoring — Mary Carol has taken care of this.

Meadow Road. On the Wini Brown and Will Dodge and John Buttons all donated their
meadowland to the town and PWA. There was one piece which these parcels surround,
which has been sold and is being developed. This is meadowland and we considered to
be un-developable, The building inspector conveyed a permit, although there is not 1.5
acres of contiguous dry land. Building inspector sent a cease and desist. Then, the
builder had his attorney pull the deed. It turns out that the landowner owns the land
under the road, which gave him the required land under the 1.5 acre exclusionary rule.

Kate is going to follow up on the Kodak American Greenways Awards Program Grant.

Betsy wants to do a large, fold out brochure which shows their conservation lands. She
brought and example of one that was produced by New Ipswich. Itisa 17 x 24 two sided
sheet that is folded into a size that fits into your pocket. Kate said that she has been
experimenting with a drafi brochure. Kate, Mary Carol and Betsy are going to work on
an outline for topics to include in the brochure for the next meeting,



After looking at the maps, we decided that we would push to conduct and on-site on the
Trish Gordon property after the snow clears.

For Lordon Lumber, McCurdy Road, tax map 12-18 and 12-96, we consulted the
preliminary plans for review.

Next meeting is April 3'.
Meeting adjourned at 9:3%m

Respectfully Submutted.
Joseph L. Taggart



