Open Space Committee Minutes

February 27, 2006

The meeting was attended by Ken Clinton, Mary Koon, Bob Todd, Mica Stark and 

Ken Lombard.

1.    We were unable to reach an agreement on terms with the Mohans.  For the moment they will pursue other options and hope to preserve most of their land at a future date.  I will write them a letter letting them know we still would like to help with that effort.  We thank the Russell Foundation which has been generous in providing technical assistance from Carol Hall. Her help has been invaluable.

2.    Jay Marden and I met with Ernie Thibeault to discuss some of his 

development plans and to express our interest in protecting the cornfields along River Road.  He stated he was not ready to commit at this time, but I got the sense that we may be able to trade something for that protection. He described the 100 acres that he plans to protect as part of the development between Wilson Hill and Byam roads and offered to walk it some time with us.

3.    Janet Nixon has given another easement on some of here property to the Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests (SPNHF).  I plan to interview her and put an article in the Bulletin describing her efforts and defining what an easement is and what it can do for the landowner.

4.    SPNHF is selling a lot off McCurdy road.  The PWA got a call from a concerned landowner suggesting that they (PWA) buy it.  As I understand it the land is already protected and will allow one house one the property.

5.    I will contact the Chanceys regarding their interest in an easement. This is a follow up to a visit last fall.  Hopefully we can get this one moving again.

6.    Regarding the Colburn property, the cattail swamp on rt. 136, the PWA is proceeding with their effort to protect the parcel and have asked for help in clarifying the deed.  Kim Burkhamer has found a previously unnoticed reference to a Raucci as a former abutter.  That deed if it exists should clear up any remaining questions.

7.     The town of Milford has implemented an Open Space Overlay district in their zoning that requires any development of 5 lots or more to put a percentage of the land aside as open space.  I will bring that suggestion to the Master Plan Committee to see if we can get it into our update.  It in effect enforces a cluster approach, which while it will not limit the number of new homes, will protect some of the land.

8.    I will try to contact the Dupuis' with Jay Marden.  It is possible that one other lots is for sale - one that abuts the USAFTS land.  This could be a key parcel that would integrate with land already protected and some that is in process of being protected.

9.    Since Open Space could use more cash resources, I will approach the selectmen to see if either the Capital Reserve fund could be reinstated, or perhaps the remainder of the Current Use Change Tax could be applied to Open Space.

Our next meeting will be on March 20, 2006 at 7:30.

Ken Lombard
