
 

2009 WARRANT  
 

 
 

TOWN OF NEW BOSTON 
 
 

To the inhabitants of the Town of New Boston, in the county of 
Hillsborough, qualified to vote in town affairs: 
 
You are hereby notified to meet at the New Boston Central School in said New Boston on 
Tuesday, the tenth of March next.  Polls will be open at 7 o’clock in the forenoon to take 
up Articles 1 – 27.  Polls will close at 7 o’clock in the evening. 

 
 

Article 1.  To choose all necessary officers for the ensuing year. 
 
Selectman for 3 years:  (One seat) 

Cemetery Trustee for 3 years:  (One seat)  

Fire Ward for 3 years:  (Three seats) 

Library Trustee for 3 years:  (Two seats) 

Trustee of the Trust Funds for 3 years:  (One seat) 

Town Clerk for 3 years:  (One seat) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Explanation for Article 2:  This article by the Planning Board, from the work of the 
Small Scale Planned Commercial District Committee, proposes to update the table of 
uses in the existing commercial district.  Several new commercial uses have been added 
and some older ones deleted. 
 
Article 2.  Are you in favor of the adoption of the following amendment to the existing 
Town Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?   
 
ARTICLE II: ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT 
REGULATIONS 
 
Section 204.2 "COM"  Commercial 
 
Replace the existing Table of Uses with the following table: 
 
Uses 

 
Permitted Uses Allowed by Special Exception
  
1.    Retail Store 1.    Theater 
1a.   Pharmacy 2.    Kennel 
2.    Restaurant 3.    Contractor's Yard 
3.    Museum and Gallery 4.    Vehicular sales facility 
4.    Medical/Dental Clinic 5.    Vehicular repair facility     
5.    Extended Care Facility 6.    Small engine repair facility
6.    Bank/Financial Institution 7.    Auto service station 
7.    Office 8.    Car wash 
8.    Indoor and/or outdoor 9.    Essential service 
       recreational facility 10.  Private school 
9.    Health Club/Gym 11.  Day Care Center   
10.  Funeral Home 12.  Removal of earth products 
11.  Newspaper  13.  Sawmill 
12.  Printing/Copying 14.  Warehouse 
13.  Hotel and Motel 15.  Self-Storage Facility 
14.  Bed and Breakfast/Inn 16.  Public use 
15.  Personal Services 17.  Research & Development  
16.  General Service or Repair  
       Establishment 

       Facility 

17.  Accessory Building or Use  
18.  Agriculture, Farm & Farming  
19.  Business Incubator  
20.  Veterinary Practice  
21.  Membership Club  
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 

 



 

 
Explanation for Article 3:  The changes proposed to the Commercial District table of 
uses require updates to many of the definitions currently contained in the Zoning 
Ordinance as well as the creation of many new definitions. 
 
Article 3.  Are you in favor of the adoption of the following amendment to the existing 
Town Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board? 
 
ARTICLE  VI DEFINITIONS 
 
Section 602             Term Definitions 
 
Replace the existing definition of Auto Service Station with the following definition: 
"Auto Service Station:  Any area of land, including structures thereon, that is used for the 
supply of gasoline or oil or other fuel for the propulsion of motor vehicles and which may 
include facilities used for polishing, greasing, washing, minor mechanical repairs or 
otherwise cleaning or servicing such motor vehicles and including as an accessory use a 
convenience store, but not including a drive through window.  A service station is not a 
vehicular sales or repair facility." 
 
Add a new definition for Bank/Financial Institution to read as follows: 
"Bank/Financial Institution:  A state or federally chartered bank, savings association, or 
credit union, located in a building or portion thereof which provides for the custody, loan, 
exchange or issue of money, the extension of credit, or facilitating the transmission of 
funds, and which may include accessory drive-up customer service facilities on the same 
premises.  This does not include small loan businesses or check cashing facilities." 
 
Add a new definition for Bed and Breakfast/Inn: 
"Bed and Breakfast/Inn:  A dwelling in which, for compensation, sleeping 
accommodations are provided to transient guests under management and operation of the 
owner/occupants of the dwelling.  A Bed and Breakfast/Inn may include the provision of 
meals for overnight guests only." 
 
Add a new definition for Business Incubator to read as follows: 
"Business Incubator:  A business, either for-profit or non-profit, that assists start-up 
companies with establishing their business.  An incubator provides below-market rent on 
office space and shared services such as teleconferencing equipment, a conference room, 
and secretarial services.  Marketing, legal, and accounting services also may be provided.  
Private businesses and developers, public agencies, or universities may operate business 
incubators." 
 
Add a new definition for Car Wash to read as follows: 
"Car Wash:  Any building or premises used primarily for washing motor vehicles.  Car 
washes may also provide polishing, detailing, and may offer vacuum machines to allow 
owners to clean the interior of their vehicles." 
 

 



 

Add a new definition for Contractor's Yard to read as follows: 
"Contractor's Yard:  A lot or portion of a lot or parcel used to store and maintain 
construction equipment and other materials and facilities customarily required in the 
construction trades by a contractor." 
 
Add a new definition for Funeral Home to read as follows: 
"Funeral Home:  Every place or premise, licensed in the State of New Hampshire, 
devoted to or used in the care and preparation for the funeral and burial of deceased 
human bodies or maintained for the convenience of the bereaved for viewing or other 
services in connection with deceased human bodies or as an office or place for carrying 
on the profession of funeral directing." 
 
Add a new definition for Gallery to read as follows: 
"Gallery:  A room or building devoted to the exhibition of works of art; and, an 
institution or business exhibiting or dealing in works of art." 
 
Add a new definition for General Service or Repair Establishment to read as follows: 
"General Service or Repair Establishment:  A commercial establishment, the primary 
concern of which is the rendering of service and repair activities on equipment and 
appliances rather than the sale of goods.  Such establishments include but are not limited 
to:  watch, clock, radio, television, home appliances and bicycle repair.  Retail sales shall 
be allowed as incidental uses in general service or repair establishments." 
 
Add a new definition for Group Child Day Care Center to read as follows: 
"Group Child Day Care Center:  A facility for the care of children and as defined in RSA 
170-E:2(IV)(2)." 
 
Add a new definition for Hazardous Waste to read as follows: 
"Hazardous Waste:  Those wastes where significant potential exists for causing adverse 
public health or environmental impacts if the waste is handled, stored, transported, 
treated, or disposed of in that manner customarily accepted for ordinary solid wastes; 
materials subject to special state or federal licensing; materials designated hazardous by 
the federal government or the State of New Hampshire." 
 
Add a new definition for Health Club/Gym to read as follows: 
"Health Club/Gym:  A building which is occupied and used exclusively for physical 
health fitness programs and to provide facilities for group and individual exercise and 
physical well being." 
 
Add a new definition for Hotel/Motel to read as follows:  
"Hotel/Motel:  An establishment where guests are required to register where lodging is 
offered to transient guests for compensation and in which there are more than five (5) 
sleeping rooms." 
 
Replace the existing definition of Kennel with the following definition: 

 



 

"Kennel:  An establishment in which dogs or domesticated animals are housed, groomed, 
bred, boarded, trained, or sold, all for a fee or compensation." 
 
Add a new definition for Long Term Care Facility to read as follows: 
"Long Term Care Facility:  A building or portion thereof primarily used for the residence 
and care of individuals.  This includes assisted living facilities, nursing facilities and 
residential care facilities, all as defined in RSA 151-E:2." 
 
Add a new definition for Medical/Dental Clinic to read as follows: 
"Medical/Dental Clinic:  A building or structure or portion thereof where persons receive 
outpatient medical examinations, treatments, and procedures from licensed practitioners.  
This definition shall include doctors' and dentists' offices, and the offices of any other 
licensed and/or certified health care providers." 
 
Add a new definition for Membership Club to read as follows: 
"Membership Club:  A social, sports, or fraternal association or other organization 
comprised of groups of people organized for a common purpose to pursue common goals, 
interests, or activities, used exclusively by members and their guests and not conducted 
as a gainful business.  Membership clubs are usually characterized by certain 
membership qualifications, payment of fees and dues, regular meetings, and/or a 
constitution and bylaws." 
 
Add a new definition for Museum to read as follows: 
"Museum:  An institution devoted to the procurement, care, study, and display of objects 
of lasting interest or value and a place where such objects are exhibited." 
 
Add a new definition for Newspaper to read as follows: 
"Newspaper:  An establishment that carries out operations necessary for producing and 
distributing newspapers, including gathering news; writing news columns, feature stories, 
and editorials; and selling and preparing advertisements.  These establishments may 
publish newspapers in print or electronic form.  Best management practices shall be 
followed for the proper disposal of any chemicals, dyes, or other hazardous materials." 
 
Add a new definition for Office to read as follows: 
"Office:  A building or portion thereof in which no merchandise is displayed or 
exchanged and which is used for conducting predominantly administrative, professional, 
or clerical operations generally furnished with desks, tables, files, and communication 
equipment.  Examples include architect, attorney, accountant, engineer, surveyor, 
drafting service, designer, planner, real estate agent, insurance agent, etc." 
 
Replace the existing definition of Personal Services with the following definition: 
"Personal Services:  Establishments primarily engaged in providing services involving 
the care of a person or his or her apparel, such as laundry, beauty shops, shoe repair, 
clothing rental.  Retail sales shall be allowed as incidental uses in personal service 
establishments." 
 

 



 

Add a new definition for Pharmacy to read as follows: 
"Pharmacy:  "A store where the primary business is the filling of medical prescriptions 
and the sale of drugs, medical devices and supplies, and nonprescription medicines but 
where nonmedical products may be sold as well.  A Pharmacy may include accessory 
drive-up customer service facilities on the same premises." 
 
Add a new definition for Printing/Copying to read as follows: 
"Printing/Copying:  An establishment that carries out the process of applying images to a 
variety of surfaces.  Some printing processes include:  offset lithography, thermography, 
la gravure, letterpress, silkscreen, digital, laser, dye sub, photographic, desktop 
publishing and photocopying.  Best management practices shall be followed for the 
proper disposal of any chemicals, dyes, or other hazardous materials." 
 
Replace the existing definition of Private School with the following definition: 
"Private school:  A school which is privately owned that provides instruction and/or 
education of individuals for tuition, fees or other form of compensation.  This includes 
schools in which special subjects or skills are taught, such as art, dance and 
photography." 
 
Replace the existing definitions for Indoor and Outdoor Recreational Facilities with the 
following definitions: 
"Recreational Facility, Indoor:  A recreational activity, taking place totally within a 
structure or building, to include such facilities as bowling alleys, roller skating rinks, 
indoor arcades, indoor paintball, climbing walls, indoor soccer and similar uses." 
 
"Recreational Facility, Outdoor:  Outdoor recreation activities, including such facilities as 
outdoor tennis courts, swimming pools, miniature golf courses, play fields, and similar 
uses.  No buildings shall be allowed except for the necessary related uses such as 
restrooms and maintenance facilities." 
 
Add a new definition for Research and Development Facility to read as follows: 
"Research & Development Facility:  A business that engages in research, or research and 
development, in technology-intensive fields.  Examples include, but are not limited to, 
laboratories, scientific, medical, chemical, applied physics, mechanical, electronic, 
biological, genetic or other similar experimental research, product development or testing 
facilities.  Development and construction of prototypes may be associated with this use 
but no facilities for manufacturing or sales of products are permitted.  Research and 
Development Facilities shall not produce significant amounts of hazardous waste.  Best 
management practices shall be followed for the proper disposal of any hazardous 
materials." 
 
Add a new definition for Restaurant to read as follows: 
"Restaurant: 

"1)  An establishment that serves food, beverages and desserts primarily to 
persons located on the premises; 

 



 

2)  In any case curb side service is permitted for pre-ordered meals and snacks.  
Drive through service is prohibited." 
 
Replace the existing definition of Retail Store with the following definition: 
"Retail Store:  Includes gift shop, store, and department store not to exceed 30,000 square 
feet, for the sale of retail goods." 
 
Add a new definition for Self-Storage Facility to read as follows: 
"Self-Storage Facility:  A structure or group of structures containing separate storage 
spaces leased or rented on an individual basis." 
 
Add a new definition for Small Engine Repair Facility to read as follows: 
"Small Engine Repair Facility:  Enclosed establishment for the repair of new and used 
small engines, such as, but not limited to, snowblowers, chainsaws, and lawnmowers." 
 
Add a new definition for Theater to read as follows: 
"Theater:  A building or part of a building used to show motion pictures or for drama, 
dance, musical, or other live performances.  A maximum of two 
screens/stages/performance venues shall be permitted." 
 
Replace the existing definition of Vehicular Sales and/or Repair Facility with two 
separate definitions as follows: 
"Vehicular Repair Facility:  Enclosed establishment for the repair of new and used motor 
vehicles, trailers, motorcycles, recreational vehicles and boats.  No retail sale of gasoline 
permitted except as incidental to the repair facility." 
"Vehicular Sales Facility:  Enclosed establishment for the display and sale of new and 
used motor vehicles, trailers, motorcycles, recreational vehicles and boats.  No retail sale 
of gasoline permitted except as incidental to the sales facility.  Outdoor display of new 
and used vehicles may be permitted." 
 
Add a new definition for Veterinary Practice to read as follows: 
"Veterinary Practice:  A place where animals are given medical care and the boarding of 
animals is limited to short-term care incidental to the hospital use." 
 
Replace the existing definition of Warehouse with the following definition: 
"Warehouse:  A building or group of buildings, not to exceed 30,000 square feet in 
aggregate, used for the storage of goods or materials that may include the repackaging or 
distribution of goods but does not include the retail sale of goods." 
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 

 



 

Explanation for Article 4:  The Planning Board proposes adding a new use, "Accessory 
Dwelling Units", to those uses allowed by Special Exception in the Residential-
Agricultural District. 
 
Article 4.  Are you in favor of the adoption of the following amendment to the existing 
Town Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?  
 
ARTICLE II: ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT 
REGULATIONS 
 
204.4 "R-A"  Residential & Agricultural 
 
Add a new use to the list of Special Exceptions as follows: 
 
"14.  Accessory Dwelling Unit." 
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 
 
Explanation for Article 5:  This article by the Planning Board proposes to allow 
Accessory Dwelling Units in detached structures in the Residential-Agricultural District.  
Currently, the Zoning Ordinance permits one- or two-family dwellings in the Residential-
Agricultural District but the two units must be attached.  This proposal would permit a lot 
to have one accessory dwelling unit in a detached structure in addition to the principal 
dwelling unit.  There are several restrictions proposed, for instance, a size restriction and 
the requirement that either the principal or the accessory dwelling unit must be owner 
occupied, as well as various requirements including septic system provision, off street 
parking, and compliance with all other Zoning District provisions. 
 
Article 5.  Are you in favor of the adoption of the following amendment to the existing 
Town Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board? 
 
ARTICLE IV SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
 
Add a new Section 404  Accessory Dwelling Units to read as follows: 
 
Section 404.1 Authority and Purpose  
 
Pursuant to the authority granted under RSA 674:16,II and 674:21,IV,(b), as amended, 
the Town of New Boston hereby adopts the following regulations.  For the purposes of 
providing expanded affordable housing opportunities, including rental potential, and 
providing flexibility in household arrangements, accessory dwelling units shall be 
permitted by special exception granted by the Board of Adjustment in the Residential-
Agricultural district in conformance with these regulations. 
 
Section 404.2 Definition 
 

 



 

Dwelling Unit, Accessory:  A single detached secondary dwelling unit, constructed either 
within an existing accessory building or within an accessory building constructed for that 
purpose, that is subordinate to the permitted principal dwelling unit in accordance with 
the provisions of this section. 
 
Section 404.3 Requirements/Limitations 
 

1. Accessory dwelling units are permitted in the Residential-Agricultural "R-A" 
District except in Open Space Developments. 

2. Accessory dwelling units are intended to be secondary and accessory to a 
principal single-family dwelling unit. 

3. Either the principal dwelling unit or the accessory dwelling unit shall be 
occupied by the owner of the lot on which the dwellings are located. 

4. Accessory dwelling units shall not be permitted on any lot with an existing two-
family dwelling.  Nor shall a two family dwelling be permitted on any lot with 
an existing accessory dwelling unit. 

5. In granting a special exception, the Board of Adjustment must find that the 
secondary dwelling unit is developed in a manner which does not alter the 
character or appearance of the principal dwelling unit as a single-family 
residence. 

6. Only one accessory dwelling unit shall be allowed per principal dwelling unit 
and/or lot. 

7. The accessory dwelling unit shall have an independent address designation from 
the principal dwelling.  

8. Detached accessory dwelling units cannot be converted to a principal dwelling 
unit. 

9. An accessory dwelling unit shall have living space of no less than 300 square 
feet and no greater than 1,000 square feet.   

10. A septic system shall be provided in accordance with State regulations. 
11. Adequate off-street parking shall be provided. 
12. Adequate provisions must exist or be made for ingress, egress and turning of 

vehicles within the site. 
13. A second driveway shall not be permitted unless it meets the requirements of the 

Town of New Boston Driveway Regulations. 
14. All criteria of the Zoning District including, but not limited to, lot sizes, 

frontages, yard requirements and height requirements, wetland setbacks, and so 
on, shall be met. 

 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 
 

 



 

Explanation for Article 6:  In accordance with newly revised State law that prohibits 
towns from unreasonably limiting the opportunities for small wind energy systems 
(windmills), the Planning Board proposes this ordinance that would regulate the 
installation of small wind energy systems in New Boston.  The provisions include such 
things as the height of the tower, the color of the tower, the placement of the tower within 
a lot, and provisions for removal of the tower in the event it is abandoned.  An 
application process governed by the Building Inspector is also included. 
 
 
Article 6.  Are you in favor of the adoption of the following amendment to the existing 
Town Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board? 
 
ARTICLE IV SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
 
Add a new Section 405 Small Wind Energy Systems 
 
Section 405.1 Authority and Purpose 
This small wind energy systems ordinance is enacted in accordance with RSA 674:62-66, 
and the purposes outlined in RSA 672:1-III-a.  The purpose of this ordinance is to 
accommodate distributed generation/ small wind energy systems in appropriate locations, 
while protecting the public's health, safety and welfare.  In addition, this ordinance 
provides a permitting process for small wind energy systems to ensure compliance with 
the provisions of the requirements and standards established herein. 
 
Section 405.2 Definitions 
Meteorological tower (met tower):  Includes the tower, base plate, anchors, guy wires and 
hardware, anemometers (wind speed indicators), wind direction vanes, booms to hold 
equipment for anemometers and vanes, data loggers, instrument wiring, and any 
telemetry devices that are used to monitor or transmit wind speed and wind flow 
characteristics over a period of time for either instantaneous wind information or to 
characterize the wind resource at a given location.  For the purpose of this ordinance, met 
towers shall refer only to those whose purpose is to analyze the environmental factors 
needed to assess the potential to install, construct or erect a small wind energy system. 
 
Net metering:  The difference between the electricity supplied over the electric 
distribution system and the electricity generated by the small wind energy system that is 
fed back into the electric distribution system over a billing period. 
 
Power grid:  The transmission system, managed by ISO New England, created to balance 
the supply and demand of electricity for consumers in New England. 
 
Shadow flicker:  The visible flicker effect when rotating turbine blades cast shadows on 
the ground and nearby structures causing the repeating pattern of light and shadow. 
 

 



 

Small wind energy systems:  A wind energy conversion system consisting of a wind 
turbine, a tower, and associated control or conversion electronics, which has a rated 
capacity of 100 kilowatts or less. 
 
System height:  The height above grade of  
the tip of the wind turbine blade when it is  
at its highest point.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tower:  The monopole, guyed monopole or lattice structure that supports a wind turbine. 
 
Tower height:  The height above grade of  
the fixed portion of the tower, excluding  
the wind turbine. 
 
 
 
 
Wind turbine:  The blades and associated mechanical and electrical conversion 
components mounted on top of the tower whose purpose is to convert kinetic energy of 
the wind into rotational energy used to generate electricity. 
 
Section 405.3 Procedure for Review 

A. Building Permit:  Small wind energy systems and met towers are an accessory use 
permitted in all zoning districts where structures of any sort are allowed.  No 
small wind energy system shall be erected, constructed, or installed without first 
receiving a building permit from the Building Inspector.  A building permit shall 
be required for any physical modification to an existing small wind energy system 
that materially alters the size and/or type of the small wind energy system or its 
location.  Like-kind replacements shall not require a building permit to be 
modified.  Met towers that receive a building permit shall be permitted on a 
temporary basis not to exceed one (1) year from the date the building permit was 
issued. 

B. Application:  Applications submitted to the Building Inspector shall contain a site 
plan with the following information: 

1. Property lines and physical dimensions of the applicant's property. 
2. Location, dimensions and types of existing structures on the 

property. 
3. Location of the proposed small wind energy system, foundations, 

guy anchors and associated equipment. 
4. Tower blueprints or drawings including foundation details. 
5. Setback requirements as outlined in this ordinance. 

 



 

6. The right-of-way of any public road that is contiguous with the 
property. 

7. Any overhead utility lines. 
8. Small wind energy system specifications, including manufacturer, 

model, rotor diameter, tower height, tower type, nameplate 
generation capacity. 

9. Small wind energy systems that will be connected to the power grid 
shall include a copy of the application for interconnection with their 
electric utility provider. 

10. Sound level analysis prepared by the wind turbine manufacturer or 
qualified engineer. 

11. Electrical components in sufficient detail to allow for a 
determination that the manner of installation conforms to State, 
Federal and International building or electrical codes or laws. 

12. Evidence of compliance or non-applicability with Federal Aviation 
Administration requirements. 

13. List of abutters, with names and addresses, to the applicant's 
property. 

C. Abutter and Regional Notification:  In accordance with RSA 676:66, the Building 
Inspector shall notify all abutters by certified mail upon application for a building 
permit to construct a small wind energy system.  The Building Inspector shall also 
notify the Planning Board of the application by inter-office communication.  The 
public will be afforded 30 days to submit comment to the Building Inspector prior 
to the issuance of the building permit.  The Building Inspector shall review the 
application for regional impacts per RSA 36:55.  If the proposal is determined to 
have potential regional impacts, the Building Inspector shall follow the 
procedures set forth in RSA 36:57, IV. 

D. The construction of a met tower for the purpose of collecting data to develop a 
small wind energy system shall abide by the following requirements: 

1. The construction, installation or modification of a met tower shall require 
a building permit and shall conform to all applicable sections of the state 
building code. 

2. Met towers shall be permitted on a temporary basis not to exceed one (1) 
year. 

3. Met towers shall adhere to the small wind energy system standards. 
4. The applicant shall provide the expected date of removal of the met tower 
and details for restoration of the site to its natural condition. 

 
Section 405.4 Standards 

A. The Building Inspector shall evaluate the application for compliance to the 
following standards: 
1. Setbacks:  The setback shall be calculated by multiplying the minimum 

setback requirement number by the system height and measured from the 
center of the wind turbine base to property line, public roads, or nearest point 
on the foundation of an occupied building. 

 

 



 

Minimum Setback Requirements 
Occupied Buildings 

on Participating 
Landowner Property 

Occupied Building 
on Abutting 

Property 

Property Lines of 
Abutting Property 
and Utility Lines 

Public Roads 

0 1.5 1.1 1.5 
 

a. Small wind energy systems must meet all setbacks for principal structures 
for the zoning district in which the system is located. 

b. Guy wires used to support the tower are exempt from the small wind 
energy system setback requirements. 

2. Tower:  The maximum tower height shall be restricted to 35 feet above the 
tree canopy within 300 feet of the small wind energy system.  In no situation 
shall the tower height exceed 150 feet. 

3. Sound Level:  The small wind energy system shall not exceed 60 decibels 
using the A scale (dBA), as measured at the site property line, except during 
short-term events such as severe wind storms and utility outages. 

4. Shadow Flicker:  Small wind energy systems shall be sited in a manner that 
does not result in significant shadow flicker impacts.  Significant shadow 
flicker is defined as more than 30 hours per year on abutting occupied 
buildings.  The applicant has the burden of proving that the shadow flicker 
will not have significant impact on neighboring or adjacent uses.  Potential 
shadow flicker will be addressed either through siting or mitigation measures. 

5. Signs:  All signs including flags, streamers, and decorative items, both 
temporary and permanent, are prohibited on the small wind energy system, 
except for manufacturer identification or appropriate warning signs. 

6. Code Compliance:  The small wind energy system shall comply with all 
applicable sections of the New Hampshire State Building Code. 

7. Aviation:  The small wind energy system shall be built to comply with all 
applicable Federal Aviation Administration regulations, including but not 
limited to 14 C.F.R. part 77, subpart B, regarding installations close to 
airports, and the New Hampshire Aviation regulations, including but not 
limited to RSA 422-b and RSA 424. 

8. Visual Impacts:  It is inherent that small wind energy systems may pose some 
visual impacts due to the tower height needed to access the wind resources.  
The purpose of this section is to reduce the visual impacts, without restricting 
the owner's access to the optimal wind resources on the property. 
a. The applicant shall demonstrate through project site planning and 

proposed mitigation that the small wind energy system's visual impacts 
will be minimized for surrounding neighbors and the community.  This 
may include, but not be limited to information regarding site selection, 
turbine design or appearance, buffering, and screening of ground mounted 
electrical and control equipment.  All electrical conduits shall be 
underground. 

b. The color of the small wind energy system shall be  painted with a non-
reflective, unobtrusive color that blends in with the surrounding 

 



 

environment.  Approved colors include but are not limited to white, off-
white or gray. 

c. A small wind energy system shall not be artificially lit unless such lighting 
is required by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).  If lighting is 
required, the applicant shall provide a copy of the FAA determination to 
establish the required markings and/or lights for the small wind energy 
system. 

9. Approved Wind Turbines:  The manufacturer and model of the wind turbine 
to be used in the proposed small wind energy system must have been 
approved by the California Energy Commission or the New York State 
Energy Research and Development Authority, or a similar list approved by the 
State of New Hampshire, if available. 

10. Utility Connection:  If the proposed small wind energy system is to be 
connected to the power grid through net metering, it shall adhere to RSA 362-
A:9. 

11. Access:  The tower shall be designed and installed so as not to provide step 
bolts or a ladder readily accessible to the public for a minimum height of 8 
feet above the ground.  All ground-mounted electrical and control equipment 
shall be labeled and secured to prevent unauthorized access. 

12. Clearing:  Clearing of natural vegetation shall be limited to the minimum 
necessary for the construction, operation and maintenance of the small wind 
energy system and as otherwise prescribed by applicable laws, regulations, 
and ordinances. 

 
Section 405.5 Abandonment or Discontinuance 

A. At such time that a small wind energy system is scheduled to be abandoned or 
discontinued, the applicant will notify the Planning Board by certified U.S. mail 
of the proposed date of abandonment or discontinuation of operations. 

B. Upon abandonment or discontinuation of use, the owner shall physically remove 
the small wind energy system within 90 days from the date of abandonment or 
discontinuation of use.  This period may be extended at the request of the owner 
and at the discretion of the Planning Board.  "Physically remove" shall include, 
but not be limited to: 
a. Removal of the wind turbine and tower and related above-grade structures. 
b. Restoration of the location of the small wind energy system to its natural 

condition, except that any landscaping, grading or below-grade foundation 
may remain in the after-conditions. 

C. In the event that an applicant fails to give such notice, the system shall be 
considered abandoned or discontinued if the system is out-of-service for a 
continuous 12 month period.  After the 12 months of inoperability, the Planning 
Board may issue a Notice of Abandonment to the owner of the small wind energy 
system.  The owner shall have the right to respond to the Notice of Abandonment 
within 30 days from Notice receipt date.  After review of the information 
provided by the owner, the Planning Board shall determine if the small wind 
energy system has been abandoned.  If it is determined that the small wind energy 

 



 

system has not been abandoned, the Planning Board shall withdraw the Notice of 
Abandonment and notify the owner of the withdrawal. 

D. If the owner fails to respond to the Notice of Abandonment or if, after review by 
the Planning Board, it is determined that the small wind energy system has been 
abandoned or discontinued, the owner of the small wind energy system shall 
physically remove the wind turbine and tower at the owner's sole expense within 
3 months of receipt of the Notice of Abandonment.  If the owner fails to 
physically remove the small wind energy system after the Notice of Abandonment 
procedure, the Planning Board may pursue legal action to have the small wind 
energy system physically removed at the owner's expense. 

 
Section 405.6 Violation 
It is unlawful for any person to construct, install, or operate a small wind energy system 
that is not in compliance with this ordinance.  Small wind energy systems installed prior 
to the adoption of this ordinance are exempt from this ordinance except when 
modifications are proposed to the small wind energy system. 
 
Section 405.7 Penalties 
Any person who fails to comply with any provision of this ordinance or a building permit 
issued pursuant to this ordinance shall be subject to enforcement and penalties as allowed 
by NH Revised Statutes Annotated Chapter 676. 
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 
 
Explanation for Article 7:  This proposal by the Planning Board would amend the 
section on Temporary Uses and Structures to delete reference to an outdated town 
ordinance and to require a permit for a temporary structure or use if such structure or use 
would require a permit if it was permanent. 
 
Article 7.  Are you in favor of the adoption of the following amendment to the existing 
Town Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board? 
 
ARTICLE III GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
Section 310 Temporary Uses and Structures 
 
Delete the existing section and replace with the following language: 
 
"A building permit shall be required for any temporary structure or temporary use that 
would otherwise require a building permit if such structure or use were permanent." 
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 
 

 



 

Explanation for Article 8:  This proposed change to the Building Code reflects the 
proposed amendment in Article 7 by using the same language proposed for use in the 
Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Article 8.  Are you in favor of the adoption of the following amendment to the existing 
Town Building Code as proposed by the Planning Board? 
 
CHAPTER NB-2.0 Administrative 
 
Add a new Section NB-2.13 Temporary Permits and Uses 
 
"A building permit shall be required for any temporary structure or temporary use that 
would otherwise require a building permit if such structure or use were permanent. " 
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 
 
Explanation for Article 9:  This change to the Building Code proposed by the Planning 
Board based on input from the Fire Inspector would require an audible alarm inside a 
home equipped with a sprinkler system that would sound when the system is activated for 
any reason. 
 
Article 9.  Are you in favor of the adoption of the following amendment to the existing 
Town Building Code as proposed by the Planning Board? 
 
CHAPTER NB-5.0:  Sprinkler Systems for new One- and Two-Family Dwellings 
and Manufactured Homes. 
 
Section NB-5.4 Design 
 
Add a new section to read as follows: 
"8.  In addition to #7 above, all sprinkler systems installed in the Town of New Boston 
shall upon activation sound an alarm within the structure that will alert the occupants.  
This can be accomplished by connecting the sprinkler system to the household smoke 
detectors." 

 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 
 

 



 

Explanation for Article 10:  This proposed change to the Floodplain Development 
Ordinance by the Planning Board is a housekeeping item to change a reference in the text 
from "Wetlands Board" to "Wetlands Bureau".  This change should have taken place as 
part of the amendments voted in last year but was inadvertently missed from the ballot in 
2008. 
 
Article 10.  Are you in favor of the adoption of the following amendment to the existing 
Town Floodplain Development Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board? 
 
ITEM VII 
 
Amend Section 1. by changing the reference in the second sentence from "Wetlands 
Board" to "Wetlands Bureau", so that it reads as follows:  "Further, the applicant shall be 
required to submit copies of said notification to those adjacent communities as 
determined by the Building Inspector, including notice of all scheduled hearings before 
the Wetlands Bureau."   
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 
 
Explanation for Article 11.  The state regulations governing gravel operations are found 
in RSA 155-E.  Before the state promulgated this law, towns needed their own ordinance.  
Much of what is on our books is outdated and superceded by RSA 155-E.  What we need 
are local regulations to complement the state gravel law.  The Planning Board has 
prepared these regulations but is unable to enact them because our old ordinance makes 
the Selectmen the regulator rather than the Planning Board. 
 
Article 11.  To see whether the Town of New Boston, pursuant to RSA 155-E:1, (III), 
will vote to establish the Planning Board to be the Regulator, as that term is understood 
in RSA 155-E, with all of the authority provided for therein and, additionally, to rescind 
the prior vote taken on Article 17 of the 1980 town meeting which established the 
Board of Selectmen as the Regulator, and, additionally, since the Regulator is 
empowered to adopt regulations relating to RSA 155-E and earth material removal, and 
will be so empowered upon the passage of this article, to rescind, hereby, the following 
listed earth material removal or gravel regulations heretofore adopted by previous town 
meetings, the particular ordinances or amendments being rescinded, which are referred to 
below by Article # and Year of relevant Town Meeting, include and are limited to, the 
following: 
 
Article 16,  Ordinance   Annual Town Meeting March of 1972 
Article 17 Replacement Ordinance  Annual Town Meeting March of 1973 
Article 26 Amendment    Annual Town Meeting March of 1977 
Article 18 Amendment    Annual Town Meeting March of 1980 
 
or take action relative thereto. 
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 

 



 

 
Explanation for Article 12.  Adoption of Article 12 will remove from the books a very 
old and now completely outdated ordinance that covered a number of situations, long 
since attended to either by our own Zoning or by state statute. 
 
Article 12.  To see whether the Town of New Boston will vote to rescind the 
following listed town ordinances adopted by previous town meetings, which 
ordinances purported to regulate private dumps, motor vehicles and 
machinery junk yards, house trailers and mobile homes, and advertising 
signs and billboards, as well as other matters more particularly set forth therein, 
since the subjects of these regulations have now, for the most part, been 
superseded by other regulations or state laws which govern the same matters, the 
particular ordinances or amendments being rescinded, which are referred to below 
by Article # and Year of relevant Town Meeting, include and are limited to, the 
following: 
 
Article 8 Ordinance  Annual Town Meeting March of 1965 
Article 14 Amendment  Annual Town Meeting March of 1968 
Article 10 Amendment  Annual Town Meeting March of 1971 
Article 25 Amendment  Annual Town Meeting March of 1977 
Article 19 Amendment  Annual Town Meeting March of 1989 
Article 3 Amendment  Annual Town Meeting March of 1999 
 
or take action relative thereto. 
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 
 
Explanation for Article 13.  This change allows the expenditure of funds from the 
conservation fund to assist a “qualified organization” such as the Piscataquog Land 
Conservancy or Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests in the purchase 
of land or conservation easements where their budget might not cover all expenses.  It is 
a one-time authorization, continuously effective unless repealed by another town vote. 
 
Article 13.  Shall the Town vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 36-A:4-aII(b), to 
authorize the Conservation Commission to expend funds for contributions to 
“qualified organizations” for the purchase of property interests, or facilitating 
transactions related thereto, where the property interest is to be held by the qualified 
organization and the town will hold no interest in the property? 
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 
 

 



 

Explanation for Article 14:  New Boston does not currently have what is generically 
called a “leash law”, but we have received many requests to allow the townspeople to 
consider one.  Please note that if passed, a dog does not have to be on a leash and that a 
dog running at large means off the premises of the owner or keeper and not under the 
control of any person by means of personal presence and attention as will reasonably 
control the conduct of such dog, unless accompanied by the owner or custodian. 
 
Article 14.  Shall the Town adopt the provisions of RSA 466:30-a, which make it 
unlawful for any dog to run at large, except when accompanied by the owner or 
custodian, and when used for hunting, for guarding, working, or herding livestock, as 
defined in RSA 21:31-a, II(a)(4), for supervised competition and exhibition, or for 
training for such.  For the purpose of this section, “accompanied” means that the owner 
or custodian must be able to see or hear, or both, or have reasonable knowledge of where 
the dog is hunting, where training is being conducted, where trials are being held, or 
where the dog is guarding, working, or herding livestock.  Nothing herein provided shall 
mean that the dog must be within sight at all times.   
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 
 
Explanation for Article 15:  New Hampshire State law does not allow term limits for 
municipal positions, thus even a majority “yes” vote will not result in any change to 
current procedures.   
 
Article 15:  To see if the Town will vote to change the Selectmen position from a three 
year elected position with no limit on number of terms in office to a three year elected 
position with a limit of two consecutive terms in office.  There shall be no limit on the 
number of non-consecutive individual terms.  By Petition. 
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 
 
Explanation for Article 16:  If passed, this article will approve a $499,000 bond to 
complete the funding for the construction of a new library building on the land located 
between the Post Office and the river.  This land was previously purchased by the Town 
for this purpose.  The plan calls for a 5,200 square foot library, which is double the size 
of the current Library.  The plan also includes a 1,500 square foot public community 
program room, which is funded completely by a private donor.  The bond will not exceed 
$499,000, which is 34% of the total project cost.  A minimum of $857, 000 (59%) of the 
project cost will be provided by private funds.  The rest of the funding for the project will 
come from the withdrawal of money from the Library Capital Reserve Fund, which will 
have no impact on taxes.  The first bond payment is not until 2010.  There will be no tax 
impact for 2009. 
 
Article 16:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of one million 
four hundred and sixty thousand dollars ($1,460,000) for the construction and original 
equipping of a new library, and to authorize the issuance of not more than four 
hundred ninety-nine thousand dollars ($499,000) of bonds or notes in accordance with 

 



 

the provisions of the Municipal Finance Act (RSA 33) and to authorize municipal 
officials to issue and negotiate such bonds or notes and to determine the rate of interest 
thereon; furthermore, to authorize the withdrawal of one hundred and four thousand 
dollars ($104,000) from the Library Capital Reserve Fund created for this purpose; with 
the balance of eight hundred and fifty seven thousand dollars ($857,000) to come 
from fund raising.  (3/5 vote required)  (Selectmen and Finance recommend, 8-0) 
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 
 
Explanation for Article 17:  The operating budget includes routine, and for the most 
part, recurring expenses related to staffing (including salaries and benefits), supplies, 
utilities, vehicles, maintenance, repairs, and the like required for the day-to-day operation 
of the town departments.  This year’s budget is up 4.5%, or about one half what it has 
been in the past several years in deference to the challenging economic times. 
 
Article 17.  Shall the Town raise and appropriate as an operating budget not including 
appropriations by special warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the 
amounts set forth on the budget posted with the warrant or as amended by vote of the first 
session, for the purposes set forth therein, totaling three million, eight hundred eighty 
eight thousand, nine hundred and eighty seven dollars ($3,888,987).  Should this 
article be defeated, the default budget shall be three million, seven hundred eighty five 
thousand, three hundred and twenty five dollars ($3,785,325) which is the same as last 
year, with certain adjustments required by previous action of the Town of New Boston or 
by law or the governing body may hold one special meeting, in accordance with RSA 
40:13, X and XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operating budget only.  
(Majority Vote Required)  (Selectmen and Finance Recommend, 8-0) 
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 

 
Explanation for Article 18:  The purchase of this truck has been planned for some time; 
therefore, most of the cost will be covered by money in the Highway Truck Capital 
Reserve Fund.  The department does not now have a 10-wheel dump truck.  Most of the 
roads make a 6-wheel dump truck the optimum size, however, this bigger truck will allow 
for improved winter weather treatment of major arteries like Bedford Road and for much 
more efficient hauling in the summer months. 
 
Article 18.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate one hundred and eighty 
thousand dollars ($180,000) to purchase a 10-wheel dump truck for the Highway 
Department and to authorize the withdrawal of one hundred and fifty six thousand 
dollars ($156,000) from the Capital Reserve Fund created for that purpose.  The 
balance of twenty four thousand dollars ($24,000) is to come from taxation.  
(Majority Vote Required) (Selectmen and Finance Recommend, 8-0) 
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 

 

 



 

Explanation for Article 19:  The Highway Truck Capital Reserve Fund will cover future 
dump truck replacements. The dump trucks see front line use for around 15 years and 
then are kept another 5 years or better as plow trucks and general backup.  The normal 
$60,000 appropriation is being reduced by the $24,000 requested for the new dump truck 
in the previous article. 
 
Article 19.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate thirty six thousand 
dollars ($36,000) to be placed in the existing Capital Reserve Fund for Highway 
Department Trucks.  
(Majority Vote Required) (Selectmen and Finance Recommend, 8-0) 
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 
 
Explanation for Article 20:  In the past each piece of Highway Department heavy 
equipment had its own Capital Reserve Fund.  In 2007, we established a new 
comprehensive CRF, which covers the grader, backhoe, and loader. The next planned 
purchase, a replacement for the grader, is in 2010. 
 
Article 20.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate fifty-five thousand 
dollars ($55,000) to be placed in the existing Capital Reserve Fund for Highway 
Department Heavy Equipment.  
(Majority Vote Required)  (Selectmen and Finance Recommend, 8-0) 
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 

 
Explanation for Article 21:  Every five years the Town, by law, must perform a town-
wide revaluation. Our last one was in 2006. Based on the expected going rate for this type 
of work ($72/parcel) and an estimated number of parcels by 2011 of 2,750 the anticipated 
cost is near $200,000. The 2011 revaluation process will begin in 2009 and the money 
raised by this article will cover those expenses. 
 
Article 21.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate forty thousand dollars 
($40,000) to go toward the costs related to the 2011 revaluation of the community. 
(Majority Vote Required)  (Selectmen and Finance Recommend, 8-0) 
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 

 

 



 

Explanation for Article 22:  The Town Hall is our oldest and largest building.  There 
are likely some practical steps that could be taken to make the building more energy 
efficient and save money.  This audit is meant to help us identify our options and suggest 
solutions. 
 
Article 22.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate two thousand five 
hundred dollars ($2,500) for an energy audit of the Town Hall.  
(Majority Vote Required)  (Selectmen and Finance Recommend, 8-0) 
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 
 
Explanation for Article 23:  Our 1994 Hose/Reel truck is due for its mid-life 
refurbishment; something we do with all the fire trucks on their way to a typical 28-30 
year average life of service.  The capital improvements plan calls for $90,000 to be set 
aside each year for fire department vehicle replacements/refurbishments. This year we are 
asking for $35,500 of that $90,000 to go towards this vehicle repair. 
 
Article 23.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate thirty five thousand 
and five hundred dollars ($35,500) for the refurbishment of the Town’s Hose/Reel 
Fire truck. (Majority Vote Required) (Selectmen and Finance Recommend, 8-0) 
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 
 
Explanation for Article 24: Over the long term it has been determined that to have the 
money needed to buy fire trucks when they are scheduled for replacement and/or to do 
the refurbishments, $90,000 must be allotted each year. With Article 23 using $35,500 of 
the $90,000 the remaining $54,500 will go into the capital reserve fund established for 
this purpose. 
 
Article 24.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate fifty four thousand 
five hundred dollars ($54,500) to be placed in the existing Capital Reserve Fund for 
Fire Department Vehicles.   
(Majority Vote Required) (Selectmen and Finance Recommend, 8-0) 
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 
 
Explanation for Article 25:  There is a need to replace a set of twin culverts that are 
failing, along with some other minor road improvement work, to the west of  the entrance 
to the Towne’s Gravel Pit on Lyndeborough Road at a cost of approximately $65,000.  
The remainder of the money would go toward shoring up an area next to the abutment on 
Howe Bridge that was washed away by the 2007 flood. 
 

 



 

Article 25.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate eighty-five thousand 
dollars ($85,000) to install culverts and make other improvements to a section of 
Lyndeborough Road and to shore up an abutment of Howe Bridge damaged by the 
2007 flood.  (Majority Vote Required) (Selectmen and Finance Recommend, 8-0)  
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 

 
Explanation for Article 26:  The Lyndeborough Road Bridge located near the 
intersection of Misty Meadow Lane is scheduled for replacement under the state bridge 
aid program in 2010.  Meetings with engineers to design it have already begun.  Two 
installments of funds will be requested, this year and in 2010. 
 
 Article 26.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate eighty-five thousand 
dollars ($85,000) to continue the funding for the 2010 replacement of the single lane 
bridge on Lyndeborough Road nearest the 2nd NH Turnpike. Replacement is being 
funded under the state bridge aid program with an 80/20 state/town cost share. This will 
be a non-lapsing appropriation under RSA 32:7 VI and will not lapse until the project is 
complete or until 2012.  
(Majority Vote Required) (Selectmen and Finance Recommend, 8-0) 
 
YES [    ] NO [    ] 

 
Article 27.  To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting. 
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